His Excellency Nguyén Xuan Phuc
Prime Minister

Socialist Republic of Vietnam
Hanoi, Vietham

24. October 2016

Dear Prime Minister Phlc,

We the undersigned parliamentarians are writing to express our concern about the current
situation and wellbeing of Vietnamese citizens Nguy&n Van Dai and Lé Thu Ha.

Lawyer Nguyén Van Dai was arrested in Hanoi on 16 December 2015 on the charge of
“conducting propaganda against the State” (Article 88 of the Penal Code). At the time of his
arrest, Dai was preparing for a meeting with members of the European Union delegation who
were in Hanoi for the annual human rights dialogue with Vietnam. After his arrest, officers from
the Ministry of Public Security searched his home and confiscated a number of computers,
laptops, cell phones, hard disks, USB sticks and documents. On the same day, Ms. Lé Thu Ha,
Dai’s assistant, was also arrested in his office in Hanoi. If convicted, Dai and Ha could face up to
twenty years in prison.

Dai’s supporters believe that the charges against Dai relate to his work as a human rights
defender, trainer and activist. For over 15 years Dai has offered pro bono legal advice to
vulnerable social groups and trained communities on their rights according to the Vietnamese
Constitution and the international treaties that Vietnam has signed or ratified.

We understand that Nguy&n Van Dai and Lé Thu Ha are currently in detention, awaiting trial. We
are pleased to note that Vietnam is a state party to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, which prohibits arbitrary detention, guarantees the right to a fair trial, and
stipulates that detainees be treated with humanity and respect for their dignity.

In line with these provisions, we the undersigned parliamentarians respectfully request that the
Vietnamese Government urgently reviews the cases of Nguyén Vian Dai and Lé Thu H3, and
implements the following recommendations:

* To release Nguyén Van Dai and L& Thu Ha immediately and unconditionally;

® To ensure that the conditions which they are subjected to in detention comply with
internationai standards, and to ensure that they have access to legal counsel;

* To respect the fundamental human rights of Nguyén Van Dai and Lé Thu Ha during
detention, including their right to freedom of religion or belief.

Yours sincerely,

Wosci- Lo 02

Marie-Luise Do6tt
Member of the German Bundestag
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Nurul I1zzah Anwar
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, People's Justice Party, Malaysia
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Member of the European Parliament, Member of Committee on Foreign Affairs and
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Member of Parliament, Chad
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Long Botta
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia

Member of the German Bundestag, Chairman of the Committee on Human Rights and
Humanitarian Aid of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Elmar Brok
Member of the European Parliament, Chairman of the Committee Foreign Affairs in the
European Parliament, Germany

Wong Chen
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, People's Justice Party, Malaysia
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Son Chhay
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia

Teo Nie Ching
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, Democratic Action Party, Malaysia



Wayne David
Member of Parliament, United Kingdom

Michael Jeyakumar Devaraj

Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, Socialist Party of Malaysia, Malaysia
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Member of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Dr. Ute Finckh-Kramer
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Karl-Heinz Florenz
Member of the European Parliament, Germany

Murdo Fraser
Member of Scottish Parliament, United Kingdom

Michael Frieser
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany



M last 7&]{

Michael Gahler
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for Security and Defence in the European Parliament, Germany

Maria Teresa Giménez Barbat

Member of the European Parliament, Deputy Chairwoman Delegation for relations with the
Maghreb countries and the Arab Maghreb Union, Spain

Julie Girling
Member of the European Parliament, Member of Delegation for relations with the countries of
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Angelika Giéckner
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

Ana Maria Gomes

Member of the European Parliament, Member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and
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Ngeh Koo Ham
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, Democratic Action Party, Malaysia
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Frank Heinrich
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Gabriela Heinrich
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

Alison Johnstone
Member of Scottish Parliament, United Kingdom
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Prof. Dr. Egon lJiittner
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Volker Kauder

Member of the German Bundestag, Chairman of the CDU/CSU Parliamentary Group in the
German Bundestag, Germany
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Lim Kim-Ya
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia
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Member of the German Bundestag, Spokesman for Human Rights of the Alliance 90/The Greens
Parliamentary Group in the German Bundestag, Germany

f) \(v e (e L val

Kordula Kovac
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

M. Kulasegaran
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, Democratic Action Party, Malaysia
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Dr. Philipp Lengsfeld
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

Gooi Hsiao Leung
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, People's Justice Party, Malaysia
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Dr. Hans-Peter Liese

Member of the European Parliament, Coordinator for the Environment, Public Health and Food
Safety in the European Parliament, Germany

Barbara Lochbihler

Member of the European Parliament, Deputy Chairwoman of the Subcommittee on Human
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Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress of the United States, USA
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Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, Member of the congressional Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission, USA
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Andreas Mattfeldt
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

Ong Kian Ming
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, Democratic Action Party, Malaysia
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Ly Neary
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia
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Member of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Sylvia Pantel
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

Martin Patzelt
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Keo Phirum
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia
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Dr. Markus Pieper

Member of the European Parliament, Deputy Chairman of the Working Group Economy and
Environment of the EPP Group in the European Parliament, Germany
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Herbert Reul
Member of the European Parliament, Germany
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Nuth Rumduol
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia

Charles Santiago
Member of the Parliament of Malaysia, Democratic Action Party, Malaysia



Marietje Schaake
Member of the European Parliament, Netherland

Ursula Schulte
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany
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Kordula Schulz-Asche
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

Frank Schwabe

Member of the German Bundestag, Spokesman for Human Rights of the SPD Parliamentary
Group in the German Bundestag, Germany

Jim Shannon
Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
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Dam Sithik

Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia

Chris Smith
Member of Congress of the United States, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Africa, Global

Health, Global Human Rights, and International Organizations, Chairman of the Commission on
Security and Cooperation in Europe, Member of House Committee on Foreign Affairs, USA

Mu Sochua
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia

Dr. Renate Sommer
Member of the European Parliament, Germany
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Member of the European Parliament, Member of Delegation for relations with the countries of
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Erika Steinbach

Member of the German Bundestag, Spokeswoman for Human Rights of the CDU/CSU
Parliamentary Group in the German Bundestag, Germany

Johannes Steiniger
Member of the German Bundestag, Germany

Eva Kusuma Sundari
Member of Parliament, Indonesian Democratic Party of Struggle, Indonesia

Charles Tannock

Member of the European Parliament, Member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, United
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Arnold Vaatz

Member of the German Bundestag, Deputy Chairman of the CDU/CSU Parliamentary Group in
the German Bundestag, Germany
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Ho Vann
Member of the National Assembly, Cambodian National Rescue Party, Cambodia
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Sabine Verheyen
Member of the European Parliament, Germany
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Axel Voss

Member of the European Parliament, Deputy Chairman of the Committee on Legal Affairs of the
European Parliament and spokesman on Legal Affairs of the EPP group in the European
Parliament, Germany



Andy Wightman
Member of Scottish Parliament, United Kingdom
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Member of the European Parliament, Deputy Chairman of the Committee for Regional
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-10-



